THE    LAST   DAYS    OF   MADRID

could not give them a concrete answer about the time left
to us for evacuation. These gentlemen did not know that a
great proportion of the troops had left the fronts and that
those who remained did not mean to fight, and that I had
no intention of ordering them to resist. 1 would not do this
because even if they obeyed my orders, which was
improbable, the result would have been to sacrifice many
lives, provoke a cruel persecution, and create a state of
things which would be catastrophic indeed. This would
have been a crime for which I should have been chiefly
responsible. Therefore it was very difficult to make
predictions as to what time was left for evacuation, since it
chiefly depended on what the enemy would do.

I did not wish to express this thought to the members of
this committee because it would have been no use and
moreover because I did not know whether these were
genuinely anti-Fascist enough to hear of the chaotic
conditions of our army. Therefore I contented myself with
saying that we might have three days, but I did not
suppose the enemy would wish to precipitate matters. I
told them that the National Council of Defence had sent
two messages to the President of the French Republic,
asking for help in our terrible situation so that, acting with
Great Britain, he might assist our plan of evacuation. I
told them also that we had concentrated most of those who
were to be evacuated at Alicante, since this was the port
farthest from the fronts. Lastly, I explained to them that
during the peace negotiations, General Franco had
promised not to oppose that evacuation and that he would
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